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Sunday April 9th, 2066, was a gorgeous sunny day. Nearly 7000 people turned out to participate in the 4th annual Thomas G Labrecque Classic, a 4-mile run and 1.7 mile health walk in Central Park. After the race, the festivities included face painting, carnival games, and Z100 Radio station broadcasting.

Tom Labrecque, for whom the event is named, was a life-long non-smoker. He died in 2002 only 8 weeks after his diagnosis. Since its foundation a little over 3 years ago, the Labrecque Foundation has raised over $2.3 million for lung cancer research and awareness programs.
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Many Lung Cancer organizations were there spreading the word about lung cancer, which is the #1 cancer killer in the US of men and women. It kills more people each year than breast, prostate, ovarian and colorectal cancer combined. Perhaps the biggest fact overlooked, is that it is not simply a smokers disease. Over 60% of those diagnosed have either never smoked, or quit. In 2006, more 175,000 Americans will be diagnosed with Lung Cancer, and 80% will die within 12 months of the diagnosis. Another way to look at it would be, in 2006, over 36,000 "never-smokers" will be diagnosed with lung cancer, and over 30,000 will die. Funding in the US for Lung Cancer is a small percentage of the other "big three" cancers. 

In 2005, the Inaugural Thomas G Labrecque Classic was held in Washington DC. In 2007, they hope to add Boston and Philadelphia. Their mission is to spread awareness that anyone, any age can suffer from Lung Cancer, support lung cancer research by raising funding for new treatments and better screening, focus media attention at the grass roots level, since it is the # 1 cancer killer in the US, and continue the fight!
-- EHF
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Regina Peruggi, Sheila Labrecque, Judith Churchill, and Polly Devlin
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Promoting a healthy diet on her head 
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Mark Kris, Chief of Thoracic Oncology at MSKCC, and Thomas G. Labrecque Jr.
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Elizabeth Jennings, Denis Cardone, Sheila Labrecque, and Nancy Missett
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The Miniter family
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Suzie and Tom Swayne
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Bonnie and Tom Strauss
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New York Road Runner Staff and Labrecque grandchildren
Photographs by Tony Doughtery (Merce) & Eric Weiss (Publicolor).
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