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The inaugural THOMAS G. LABRECQUE CLASSIC will take place on Sunday April 27, 2003 in New York City's Central Park. Named for the former Chairman of The Chase Manhattan Bank, who died of lung cancer in 2000, the TGL Classic features a fund-raising four-mile road race, 1.7-mile health walk, and a health fair. All net proceeds from the event will be donated to Memorial Sloan-Kettering's lung cancer research fund headed by Chief Thoracic Oncologist Dr. Mark Kris. 

According to the American Cancer Society, no single cancer claims more American lives than lung cancer. Further, each year, more men and women in the United States die of lung cancer than breast, prostate, ovarian and colorectal cancers combined. The ACS estimates that in 2003, 171,900 people will be diagnosed with lung cancer in the U.S. and 157,200 people will die of the disease. The American Cancer Society estimates that lung cancer will account for only 13% of new cancer diagnoses in 2003, but 28% of cancer deaths.

"There was nothing usual about Tom Labrecque. The lung cancer that cut his life short, however, followed an all too familiar script. When Tom's illness was first discovered, it was already in an advanced stage. While treatments for lung cancer help people live longer and better, they don't do what Tom Labrecque and all those fighting this disease need and deserve...a cure. Tom's family and friends have created this event to raise lung cancer awareness and vital research money to discover ways to diagnose lung cancer earlier and ultimately find a cure" said Dr. Kris. After the race, volunteers from Memorial Sloan-Kettering will be at the finish line to provide information for participants and their families about this disease.

"Lung cancer is a misunderstood disease. Many people don't know that 53% of the patients are women, or that 18% are non-smokers. Lung cancer kills more women than breast, uterine, and ovarian cancers combined," said the late Mr. Labrecque's wife Sheila. "With this event, we hope to change perceptions about lung cancer one person at a time."

Two thousand people have already registered to participate in this first-time event. Among them will be lung cancer survivors like Barbara Parisi, of Wall, NJ. "This event is an important step, not only for lung cancer research, but in raising awareness for the country's #1 cancer killer of men and women."

"This event demonstrates our commitment to teamwork," said Frederick Hill, JPMorgan Chase Executive Vice President. "We believe that 'running as one' will make a difference in the lives of our employees and customers, as well as helping to advance the research on lung cancer."

The New York City Road Runners Club is managing the run as a qualifying event for the 2004 New York City Marathon. Also supporting the event are Pfizer, Prudential Financial, Wyeth, Perseus, Bloomberg, Tishman Speyer Properties, Verizon, Delphi, Deloitte Consulting, Marsh & McLennan, JH Cohn, Arnold & Porter, Cardone Printing and the City of New York Parks and Recreation.

For more information about the race and walk, including registration instructions, or to make an online pledge for lung cancer research, go to www.tglclassic.com.  
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